Seventh Circuit Electronic Discovery Pilot Program

Submission Statement for E-Mediation 

(To Be Submitted Separately By Each Party)
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BEFORE YOU SUBMIT A MATTER TO MEDIATION UNDER THIS PROGRAM, YOU MUST FIRST:

Conduct a meaningful “meet and confer” with opposing counsel and make a sincere effort to resolve the dispute.

· Read the Procedures of the Voluntary E-Mediation Program of the United States District Court for the Northern District of Illinois.

· Confirm that counsel and the party is willing to negotiate in good faith.

By signing below, I agree to participate in this voluntary, non-binding mediation and to the Procedures of the Voluntary E-Mediation Program of the United States District Court for the Northern District of Illinois.  All parties to the mediation acknowledge that the assigned Mediator is not acting as an attorney or advocate for any party and that any recommendations or statements by the Mediator do not constitute legal advice.  Each party acknowledges that the party has been advised to seek and rely on the advice of their own counsel in connection with any agreement.  Each party agrees to have present at all mediation sessions (a) a person with authority to settle the discovery dispute, and (b) a person(s) (which may be counsel)  knowledgeable about the facts and circumstances relevant to the discovery dispute.
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Each party may, but is not required to, serve this Submission Statement
upon opposing counsel.  The Mediator will keep this form confidential
unless otherwise directed by the submitting counsel.

Nature of Claims in Case:  

Current Discovery/Case Schedule (provide all information concerning the schedule of the case that would be useful to the Mediator regarding scheduling or priorities):

Nature of Discovery Dispute.  Describe briefly (in the space provided) the nature of the dispute and the parties’ respective positions.  Be as specific as possible.  Examples:  time period to search, which custodians to search, search terms, form of collection, form of production, privilege or privacy issues).

Does this discovery dispute involve specific technology issues (restoring back-up media, cloud computing or third party control of data, etc.) for which a technology expert may be necessary?  If so please explain below and identify the specific software, hardware or data at issue, if known. 
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